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temptation with it. To act from principle in such an emer-
gency is not to act on some abstract principle, or duty at large;
it is to act upon the principle of a course of action, instead of
upon the circumstances which have attended it. The principle
of a physician's conduct is its animating aim and spirit —
the care for the diseased. The principle is not what justifies
an activity, for the principle is but another name for the con-
tinuity of the activity. If the activity as manifested in its
consequences is undesirable, to act upon principle is to accen-
tuate its evil And a man who prides himself upon acting
upon principle is likely to be a man who insists upon having his
own way without learning from experience what is the better
way. He fancies that some abstract principle justifies his
course of action without recognizing that his principle needs
justification.
Assuming, however, that school conditions are such as to
provide desirable occupations, it is interest in the occupation
as a whole — that is, in its continuous development — which
keeps a pupil at his work in spite of temporary diversions and
unpleasant obstacles. Where there is no activity having a
growing significance, appeal to principle is either purely verbal,
or a form of obstinate pride or an appeal to extraneous con-
siderations clothed with a dignified title. Undoubtedly there
are junctures where momentary interest ceases and attention
flags, and where reenforcement is needed. But what carries
a person over these hard stretches is not loyalty to duty in the
abstract, but interest in his occupation. Duties are c offices'
"— they are the specific acts needed for the fulfilling of a func-
tion — or, in homely language, doing one's job. And the man
who is genuinely interested in his job is the man who is able
to stand temporary discouragement, to persist in the face of
obstacles, to take the lean with the fat: he makes an interest
out of meeting and overcoming difficulties and distractions.
3. Intelligence and Character. — A noteworthy paradox
often accompanies discussions of morals. On the one hand,

